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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Original) A method for an automated operating system upgrade in an 
information handling system, from an older version to a newer version, comprising: 

initiating a preparation for the upgrade from an operating system upgrade 
preparation media; 

determining an eligibility of the information handling system for upgrade in 
response to the preparation; and 

proceeding with the upgrade preparation in response to an eligibility 
determination, otherwise terminating the upgrade preparation. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

prior to initiating the preparation, providing a user interface display page, the 
user interface display page outlining step-by-step upgrade instructions, the 
instructions including a user-selectable option to continue with the upgrade 
preparation. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the user interface display page 
includes a web page. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein initiating the preparation for the 
upgrade includes executing a preparation program from the operating system 
upgrade preparation media, the program including instructions executable by the 
information handling system for scanning a current hardware configuration of the 
information handling system, and wherein determining the eligibility of the 
information handling system for the upgrade includes comparing the scanned 
current hardware configuration with a listing of hardware configurations 
predetermined to be compatible with the newer version of the operating system. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4, wherein the program further 
i nc l ud i ng includes instructions executable by the information handling system for 
retrieving a system identification from the information handling system, and further 
wherein determining the eligibility of the information handling system for the upgrade 
includes comparing the retrieved system identification with a listing of system 
identifications predetermined to be compatible with the newer version of the 
operating system. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein proceeding with the 
upgrade preparation in response to a determination of eligibility , tho mothod further 
compr i s i ng comprises : 

retrieving a system BIOS Rev from a system memory of the information 
handling system; and 

determining whether the system BIOS Rev is a current version and if not 
current, then obtaining an upgrade system BIOS Rev from the upgrade media and 
replacing the system BIOS Rev with the upgrade BIOS Rev. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 6, wherein replacing the system BIOS Rev 
with the upgrade BIOS Rev includes flashing the upgrade BIOS Rev. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 6, further comprising: 

retrieving an identification of at least one driver from the information handling 
system; and 

copying an upgrade driver from the upgrade media to the information 
handling system, the upgrade driver having been selected in response to the 
retrieved driver identification. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 8, wherein the driver includes at least one of 
an audio driver, video driver, modem driver, and network driver. 
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1 0. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising: 

setting a registry in the information handling system, the registry configured to 
enable the newer version of the operating system to automatically detect the 
upgrade driver. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

retrieving an identification of at least one software program from a system 
memory of the information handling system; 

determining an incompatibility of the software program with the upgrade 
operating system; and 

providing a user-selectable option for automatically uninstalling the software 
program in response to an incompatible determination. 

1 2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

executing, in response to a completion of the automated operating system 
upgrade preparation, an upgrade operating system program from an upgrade 
operating system media. 

1 3. (Original) The method of claim 4, further comprising: 
displaying upon a display device the current hardware information. 

14. (Original) A computer program product for implementing an automated 
operating system upgrade in an information handling system, from an older version 
to a newer version, comprising: 

a computer program processable by an information handling system for 
causing the information handling system to: 

initiate a preparation for the upgrade from an operating system 
upgrade preparation media; 
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determine an eligibility of the information handling system for upgrade 
in response to the preparation; and 

proceed with the upgrade preparation in response to an eligibility 
determination, otherwise terminate the upgrade preparation; and 
apparatus from which the computer program is accessible by the information 
handling system. 

15. (Original) The computer program product of claim 14, wherein the computer 
program is processable by the computer system for further causing the computer 
system to: 

prior to initiating the preparation, provide a user interface display page, the 
user interface display page outlining step-by-step upgrade instructions, the 
instructions including a user-selectable option to continue with the upgrade 
preparation. 

1 6. (Original) The computer program product of claim 1 5, wherein the user 
interface display page includes a web page. 

17. (Original) The computer program product of claim 14, wherein initiating the 
preparation for the upgrade includes executing instructions for scanning a current 
hardware configuration of the information handling system, and wherein determining 
the eligibility of the information handling system for the upgrade includes comparing 
the scanned current hardware configuration with a listing of hardware configurations 
predetermined to be compatible with the newer version of the operating system. 

18. (Original) The computer program product of claim 17, wherein the program 
further comprises instructions executable by the information handling system to: 

retrieve a system identification from the information handling system, and 
further wherein determining the eligibility of the information handling system for the 
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upgrade includes comparing the retrieved system identification with a listing of 
system identifications predetermined to be compatible with the newer version of the 
operating system. 

19. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of claim 14, wherein 
proceeding with the upgrade preparation in response to a determination of eligibility^ 
the program furthe r includ i ng i nstructions for caus i ng causes the computer 
information handling system to: 

retrieve a system BIOS Rev from a system memory of the information 
handling system; and 

determine whether the system BIOS Rev is a current version and if not 
current, then obt a in i ng obtain an upgrade system BIOS Rev from the upgrade media 
and r e p l ac i ng replace the system BIOS Rev with the upgrade BIOS Rev. 

20. (Original) The computer program product of claim 19, wherein replacing the 
system BIOS Rev with the upgrade BIOS Rev includes flashing the upgrade BIOS 
Rev. 

21 . (Original) The computer program product of claim 1 9, wherein the program 
further comprises instructions executable by the information handling system to: 

retrieve an identification of at least one driver from the information handling 
system; and 

copy an upgrade driver from the upgrade media to the information handling 
system, the upgrade driver having been selected in response to the retrieved driver 
identification. 

22. (Original) The computer program product of claim 21 , wherein the driver 
includes at least one of an audio driver, video driver, modem driver, and network 
driver. 
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23. (Original) The computer program product of claim 21 , wherein the program 
further comprises instructions executable by the information handling system to: 

set a registry in the information handling system, the registry configured to 
enable the newer version of the operating system to automatically detect the 
upgrade driver. 

24. (Original) The computer program product of claim 14, wherein the program 
further comprises instructions executable by the information handling system to: 

retrieve an identification of at least one software program from a system 
memory of the information handling system; 

determine an incompatibility of the software program with the upgrade 
operating system; and 

provide a user-selectable option for automatically uninstalling the software 
program in response to an incompatible determination. 

25. (Original) The computer program product of claim 14, wherein the program 
further comprises instructions executable by the information handling system to: 

execute, in response to a completion of the automated operating 
system upgrade preparation, an upgrade operating system program from an 
upgrade operating system media. 

26. (Original) The computer program product of 1 7, wherein the program further 
comprises instructions executable by the information handling system to: 

display upon a display device the current hardware information. 

27. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for implementing an 
automated operating system upgrade in an information handling system, from an 



12 



PATENT 

Docket No.: 16356.686 (DC-03130) 
Customer No. 000027683 



older version to a newer version, comprising: 

a computer program processable by an information handling system for 
causing the information handling system to: 

provide a user interface display page, the user interface display page 
outlining step-by-step upgrade instructions, the instructions including a user- 
selectable option to continue with the upgrade preparation; 

initiate a preparation for the upgrade from an operating system 
upgrade preparation media, wherein initiating the preparation for the upgrade 
includes executing instructions for scanning a current hardware configuration 
of the information handling system; 

determine an eligibility of the information handling system for upgrade 
in response to the preparation, wherein determining the eligibility of the 
information handling system for the upgrade includes comparing the scanned 
current hardware configuration with a listing of hardware configurations 
predetermined to be compatible with the newer version of the operating 
system; and 

proceed with the upgrade preparation in response to an eligibility 
determination, otherwise terminate the upgrade preparation, wherein 
proceeding includes executing instructions to retrieve a system BIOS Rev 
from a system memory of the information handling system, and d e t e rm i n e 
determining whether the system BIOS Rev is a current version and if not 
current, then obtaining an upgrade system BIOS Rev from the upgrade media 
and replacing the system BIOS Rev with the upgrade BIOS Rev; and 
apparatus from which the computer program is accessible by the information 
handling system. 

28. (Original) A computer program for implementing an automated operating 
system upgrade in an information handling system, from an older version to a newer 
version, the computer program processable by the information handling system for 
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causing the information handling system to: 

initiate a preparation for the upgrade from an operating system 
upgrade preparation media; 

determine an eligibility of the information handling system for upgrade 
in response to the preparation; and 

proceed with the upgrade preparation in response to an eligibility 
determination, otherwise terminate the upgrade preparation. 

29. (Original) The computer program of claim 28, wherein the computer program 
is processable by the information handling system for further causing the information 
handling system to: 

prior to initiating the preparation, provide a user interface display page, the 
user interface display page outlining step-by-step upgrade instructions, the 
instructions including a user-selectable option to continue with the upgrade 
preparation. 

30. (Original) The computer program of claim 29, wherein the user interface 
display page includes a web page. 

31 . (Original) The computer program of claim 28, wherein initiating the 
preparation for the upgrade includes executing instructions for scanning a current 
hardware configuration of the information handling system, and wherein determining 
the eligibility of the information handling system for the upgrade includes comparing 
the scanned current hardware configuration with a listing of hardware configurations 
predetermined to be compatible with the newer version of the operating system. 

32. (Original) The computer program of claim 31 , wherein the program further 
comprises instructions executable by the information handling system to: 

retrieve a system identification from the information handling system, 
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and further wherein determining the eligibility of the information handling 
system for the upgrade includes comparing the retrieved system identification 
with a listing of system identifications predetermined to be compatible with the 
newer version of the operating system. 

33. (Currently Amended) The computer program of claim 28, wherein 
proceeding with the upgrade preparation in response to a determination of eligibility T 
the program furthe r i nclud i ng includes instructions for causing the information 
handling system to: 

retrieve a system BIOS Rev from a system memory of the information 
handling system; and 

determine whether the system BIOS Rev is a current version and if not 
current, then obtaining an upgrade system BIOS Rev from the upgrade media 
and replacing the system BIOS Rev with the upgrade BIOS Rev. 

34. (Original) The computer program of claim 33, wherein replacing the system 
BIOS Rev with the upgrade BIOS Rev includes flashing the upgrade BIOS Rev. 

35. (Original) The computer program of claim 33, wherein the program further 
comprises instructions executable by the information handling system to: 

retrieve an identification of at least one driver from the information 
handling system; and 

copy an upgrade driver from the upgrade media to the information 
handling system, the upgrade driver having been selected in response to the 
retrieved driver identification. 

36. (Original) The computer program of claim 35, wherein the driver includes at 
least one of an audio driver, video driver, modem driver, and network driver. 
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37. (Original) The computer program of claim 35, wherein the program further 
comprises instructions executable by the information handling system to: 
set a registry in the information handling system, the registry 

configured to enable the newer version of the operating system to 

automatically detect the upgrade driver. 

38. (Original) The computer program of claim 28, wherein the program further 
comprises instructions executable by the information handling system to: 

retrieve an identification of at least one software program from a 
system memory of the information handling system; 

determine an incompatibility of the software program with the upgrade 
operating system; and 

provide a user-selectable option for automatically uninstalling the 
software program in response to an incompatible determination. 

39. (Original) The computer program of claim 28, wherein the program further 
comprises instructions executable by the information handling system to: 

execute, in response to a completion of the automated operating 
system upgrade preparation, an upgrade operating system program from an 
upgrade operating system media. 

40. (Original) The computer program of 31 , wherein the program further 
comprises instructions executable by the information handling system to: 

display upon a display device the current hardware information. 
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